Hidden With Christ
WORD, SONG, AND SILENCE FOR THE TURNING

Lenten Vespers with Holy Communion
.

Since you have been raised with Christ,
pursue the things that are holy.
For you have died,
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 2.12-13; 3.1-3

PRELUDE

AND

M E D I TAT I O N

The word Lent comes from “lengthen”, the lengthening of days as Winter turns to Spring. As our
planet moves into a fresh season, we pay attention to the movement of the Holy One within our lives,
or our lives moving within the Holy One. Lent invites people of God to be in wonder about the mystery
of faith and our mystical connection to Jesus Christ. Welcome to this moment of word, song and
silence.

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: In baptism, we know we belong to Christ,
Many: sharing a partnership with God.
One: In baptism, we share Christ’s death,
Many: witnessing the cross in the suffering of our world.
One: We also share Christ’s new life:
Many: in the story of the empty tomb, in our trust of God today.
One: in the water, in the meal,
Many: in our prayer, in our song,
One: in our sure knowings,
Many: in our holy, wondering silences.
The people of God pause for a slow, deep breath.
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

In Lent, we journey with Jesus,
our brother, mentor, friend, and Christ.
People of God, the Holy Spirit of Christ is with you.
And also with you.

WITNESS

OF

OUR NEED

P R AY E R F O R P U R I T Y
One:

O Holy One,

Many: Creator, Lover and Sustainer of all,
to you all hearts are open, and all desires known.
No secrets can be kept from your life within us.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may journey our lives with perfect love.
May our every word, gesture and intention
be dedicated to Christ’s presence in this world.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
whose life we share.
Amen.

READING ONE
All things have been created through Christ and for Christ.
Christ is before all things
and in Christ all things hold together.
In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through Christ
God was delighted to reconcile in holiness
all things.
Colossians 1.16-17, 19-20

A full silence follows.

M E D I TAT I O N S O N G

READING TWO
When you were buried with Christ in baptism,
you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God.
And when you were dead in your struggle,
God made you alive together with Christ.
Since you have been raised with Christ,
pursue the things that are holy.
For you have died,
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 2.12-13; 3.1-3

A full silence follows.
CENTERING HYMN

READING THREE
One:

As God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, we clothe ourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, tenderness and patience.

Many: We bear with one another, and in our disagreements,
we are on the path of understanding and forgiveness.
One:

Just as Christ has forgiven us, we too are free to forgive.

Many: Above all, we clothe ourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
One:

And may the peace of God rule in our hearts,
to which indeed we are called in the one body.

Many: Let us become ever more grateful people.
Colossians 3.12-15

A full silence follows.

P R AY E R S

OF THE

COMMUNITY

Following a full silence,

One: O Holy One, as beloved of your Holy Spirit that inspires our prayers,
Many: and as partners in ministry with Jesus,
All:
we offer you our prayers. Amen.
One: The peace of Christ is with you always.
Many: And also with you.
One: Let us share signs of this peace with one another.

OFFERING
After the offering has been gathered:
One: For all we receive and all we give, we are grateful.
Many: Whether we are giving or receiving, we belong to Christ.

I N V I TAT I O N

WORDS

SONG

OF

MEAL

TO THE

INSTITUTION

OF THE

TABLE

During the Meal, silence may be held,
or simple songs may be sung.

THE BLESSING
One: May this meal strengthen us for the journey and knit us deeply into Christ’s life.
Many: Amen
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

P R AY E R

OF

THANKS

One: O Living One,
We give you thanks for the gift of your son Jesus Christ in whom we find life.
As we have been nourished by this meal,
refresh us now to nourish the world.
Amen.
The people of God stand as able.
BENEDICTION
One: Now friends,
clothed in holy love,
knit into the life of Christ,
may the peace of God [+] rule in your hearts always.
Many: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

SENDING
Spoken quietly.
One: Go in peace and serve the world.
Many: Thanks be to God.
The people depart quietly.
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